CHAPTER XIV
peace: america: parliament
To the British Parliament there is no rival. It is never outworn or senile,
for it periodically renews its life on a completed franchise; and more than any
other body, secular or ecclesiastical, it reflects the virtues, the shortcomings,
and the character of the British people.—Daily Life in Parliament.
shortly after the armistice, and as soon as the continental passen-
ger traffic had been resumed, a meeting of the International Peace
Bureau was called at its headquarters in Berne in Switzerland,
Mr. Carl Heath, Miss C. Playne, and myself attended as the
representatives of the British National Peace Council, and there
were delegates present from Switzerland, Germany, Austria, and
France. It was pleasant to be able to renew acquaintances which
had been so tragically interrupted by the war, and to confer with
the leading pacifists of Europe as to the future activities of the
bureau. When the conference ended I went on to Zermatt in
order to discuss the situation with Professor Foerster, whose name
had become widely known as one of the few Germans who had
continuously resisted the influence of the military set in his own
country, for their philosophy of Weltmacht oder Untergang had, he
believed, brought the disaster of the war upon the world. We
spent several days together, and on long walks to the Gornergrat
and elsewhere, we discussed the question of the future relationship
between Germany and England from every useful standpoint. On
my return I reported to the National Peace Council on the situation
as we had found it, and its work of promoting good international
relationships was again resumed.
Early in the year 1919! received an unexpected invitation from
the Woolwich Labour Party to become one of their candidates for
the East Woolwich Division at the approaching triennial election
of members of the London County Council. Needless to say I
was greatly gratified, for I had been absent from the borough for
some years, and I regarded the invitation as a generous recognition
of my past services. I had an intimate acquaintance with its
people and their needs, and because I felt that the work of the
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